
Hina B. El-motouakil

Practical Ways in Supporting
Your Child’s 
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• Mother
• Chinese Language Learner
• Teaching Chinese Language for

more than 10 years, include
primary, secondary, adult and
kindergarten teaching.

• Bachelor in Chinese Major
• Master in Chinese Education



GUESS WHAT IS IT?



CHARACTERS



CHARACTERS



CHARACTERS



CHINESE LANGUAGE (Cantonese)

我在喝水。
ngo5 zoi6 hot3 seoi2

我飲緊水。
ngo5 jam2 gan2 seoi2

I am drinking water.

Oral 
language

Written
language

Jyut Ping

Translation

Tones
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雞肉 豬肉 牛肉 羊肉 魚



WHY LIKE THAT?

Don’t Have Tones

1
Some 

Pronunciations 
Doesn’t Have

2
Speaking Are 

Same As Writing

3

Not Pictographic

4

?

5



山

How to Distinguish Each Character?

Identify its ‘image shape’ Shape

Each word is like a 
Lego pieceStructure

山 Mountain

Some common parts 
of a character belong 
to a specific category 

Component 樹 森林
Tree Forest

木
Wood

Hand Electricity Door



STRUCTURE

Left-Right

Up-Down

Enclosure

門 樹
電魚
園肉

Single 

Component山



樹

木
Wood

Which of the following characters are related to wood?

樹 樹 樹豬 桌

樹牛 樹梨



樹

木
Wood

Which of the following characters are related to wood?

樹 樹 桌

樹 梨



樹水
Water

Which of the following characters are related to water?

樹 樹桌

樹 樹氵

拍 河

海泉



水
Water

Which of the following characters are related to water?

樹

樹 樹氵

河

海泉



樹

日
Sun

Which of the following characters are related to time?

樹 樹

樹 樹

時早 泉

眼星



樹

日
Sun

Which of the following characters are related to time?

樹

樹

時早

星



Game: Component Slapjack

早時 媽

河星 花

Step 1:
Prepare lots of 

character cards with 
different components 



Game: Component Slapjack

Step 2:
Parent and child each 
have a stack of cards 

with the character side 
facing down



Game: Component Slapjack

Step 3:
Decide which is your 

target component 日
Sun



Game: Component Slapjack

Step 4:
Take turns to place 1 card 

face-up in the middle 

日



Game: Component Slapjack

Step 5:
If the character matches the 

component you chose, 
parent and child need to slap 
the card as soon as possible.

The winner takes the card

日



Game: Component Slapjack



TOOLS: PLECO

https://www.pleco.com/



WHAT TO DO?

GIVE ENVIORMENT

GIVE

PRAISE OUR CHILD, 
SAY I LOVE YOU.

PRAISE

LEARN WITH YOUR CHILD

LEARN

MAKE USE OF 
CHINESE LANGUAGE

MAKE



GIVE ENVIORMENT

• Watch NEWS

• Talk with People

• Watch Television

• Watch YouTube to learn

• Use Technology

• Storybook, picture books 



PRIASE

Use simple statement.

Simple
Give age appropriate 

praise. 

Age

Do not overpraise.

Overpraise

Praise the Process 
not the person.

Process
Focus on the efforts 

not the result.

Efforts
Avoid generic 
statements. 

Be Specific

https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/images/default-source/default-album/praise-infographic_final_28sep2016.jpg?sfvrsn=9ea66e4e_0



Avoid Comparisons

Be Genuine and Sincere.

Catch your child doing good

PRIASE

https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/images/default-source/default-album/praise-infographic_final_28sep2016.jpg?sfvrsn=9ea66e4e_0



PARENTS

2

4

1

3

• It’s fine that you don’t 
know things.

DON’T BE SHY

• Different Organizations

SEEK HELP

• Activities
• About family issue
• Culture 

TALK WITH SCHOOL

• HomeWorks
• School performance
• Don’t take it negative

ASK TEACHER



魚 水

牛肉豬肉 羊肉

雞肉



Raise Your Hand if you see a Chinese character with ………..





WE ARE THEIR FIRST TEACHERS
WE ARE THEIR LAST TEACHERS

Thank you!
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